 
SPORTS INCLUSION DISABILITY OFFICER (SIDO) Programme 
Information Note 
In 2006 the Dormant Accounts fund earmarked €2 million nationally for projects to address the imbalance in opportunities for people with disabilities to participate in sport, physical activity and physical education. The Irish Sports Council in collaboration with the network of Local Sports Partnerships (LSP) identified the need to appoint dedicated personnel at county level to address this gap in provision and created the SIDO Programme. 

The main aim of a local sports partnership is to increase participation in sport and physical activity for all. Working within this structure, the Sports Inclusion Disability Officer’s role is focused solely on supporting and increasing opportunities for people with disabilities to participate in sport and physical activity. This applies to both mainstream activities and specific clubs and sports for people with disabilities. 

During the period of December 2007 and March 2008, 21 Sports Inclusion Disability Officers commenced a 2 year contract within 20 of the 32 partnerships. As these contracts came to an end and with Dormant Accounts funding no longer available the future of the SIDO Programme was in some doubt.  

The Irish Sports Council decided to allocate funding to ensure that the programme could continue into 2010. It approved funding of €425,000 towards the development of the Sport Inclusion Development Officer programme to 17 Local Sports Partnership (LSP) sites for 2010 to 2011. 

Each successful LSP site demonstrated matched monetary funding, secured from a range of local sources, to meet the cost of employing the SIDO.  The Council has also made an additional fund available to non SIDO LSPs to develop sport for people with a disability (€36,000). All LSPs will access training and information from the Cara Centre, a Council initiative, on disability awareness and access advice on how to develop inclusive programmes in their county. 

The Council decision to allocate the funding was based on the vital work that was being carried out by SIDOs with the aim of encouraging people with a disability to participate in sport. These activities include; 
· Establishing a disability sports forum to encourage cooperation and collaboration with disability organisations, sports organisations and volunteer organisations.
· Linking with local disability organisations; assess current needs and possible developments that may facilitate increased participation both within the disability service. 
· Support and advise existing clubs/sessions that provide opportunities for people with disabilities to participate.
· Establish new and sustainable sport/physical activity clubs/sessions in the five national focus sports/activities, i.e., Boccia, Powerchair Football, Athletics, Gym/Fitness and Swimming/Halliwick.
· Communicate with all relevant disability sports organisations to ensure awareness of all clubs/sessions at a local level regarding their associated sports.
· Provide pathways to performance in the form of support and information to athletes with disabilities whose aim is to achieve their optimum level of performance in sports participation.
· Promote accessibility within leisure centres and all sports and physical activity facilities.
· Provide training and education opportunities to coaches, instructors, teachers, professionals and volunteers working in the area of sport for people with disabilities.
· Support individuals with disabilities to become coaches, instructors and volunteers within local developments



17 SIDO Locations   

· Cavan and Monaghan Sports Partnership
· Carlow Sports Partnerships
· Clare Sports Partnership 
· Cork Sports Partnership 
· Donegal Sports Partnership
· Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown Sports Partnership
· Kilkenny Sports Partnership
· Laois Sports Partnership
· Limerick City and County Sports Partnership
· Mayo Sports Partnership
· Meath Sports Partnership
· North and South Tipperary Sports Partnership
· Offaly Sports Partnership
· Roscommon Sports Partnership
· Sligo Sports Partnership
· Waterford Sports Partnership 
· Westmeath Sports Partnership

